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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 
I hope each of you had or will have a safe and happy 
holiday season, and a welcome break from your academic 
or professional responsibilities.  Since it has been a few 
months since I addressed the membership in the NAAS 
Newsletter, I want to inform and update you about recent 
NAAS activities and accomplishments.  
 

One of the many bright jewels in the 
NAAS crown has always been the 
American Junior Academy of Science 
(AJAS), which serves as a paradigm 
for our state academies of science to 

emulate.  The AJAS continues to thrive under the dedicated 
and resourceful leadership provided by the AJAS State 
Director, Joan Messer (Mississippi), and the AJAS Program 
Committee, which she chairs.  The diversity and quality of the 
AJAS abstracts that have been submitted particularly impress 
me.  I want to thank all the students from the various state 
academies who submitted abstracts. 
 

We are fortunate to have very capable people working to organize our NAAS 
annual meeting and I want to take this opportunity to thank all of 
them for their efforts.  This includes Leslie Lieberman (Florida), 
Past-president and NAAS Program Chairman; Joan Messer 
(Mississippi), AJAS Director; Steven T. Case (Mississippi), 
President-elect and Chairman of Breakfast with Scientists; Assad 
Panah (Pennsylvania), Secretary; Edward N. Nelson (Oklahoma) 
,Treasurer; Dr. John Safko (South Carolina), Webmaster;Lynn 
Elfner (Ohio), Workshop and Archivist; and Donald Jordan 
(South Carolina), Newsletter Editor.  Due to their hard work, 
dedication, and experience in performing their respective 
functions, they have arranged a first-rate, scientifically rewarding 
meeting for the membership and AJAS high school students.  They sh
proud of the outstanding job they have done in coordinating this supe

Earlier this summer the NAAS/AJAS Progra
Committee traveled to Boston to arrange a s
diversified agenda for the NAAS delegates a
our annual meeting.  While the AJAS studen
Harvard University attending lectures, visiti
and attending various scientific laboratories,
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Workshop 
Proposal by Lynn Elfner, Ohio 
Academy of Science & NAAS Board 
 

Electronic Publishing Workshop 
Saturday, February 16, 2002, in 
Boston  
Sponsored by Ingenta.com. 
  

This workshop is to provide state 
academies of science with a brief 
overview of electronic publishing and 
to provide an Opportunity for 
participants to ask strategic questions 
on the benefits and costs of electronic 
publishing of primary scientific 
information. The workshop will also 
explore the benefits and costs of the 
secondary markets for scientific 
information including abstracting and 
indexing and science journalism or 
public understanding of   

General Interest in Science and
Engineering (Y) 
Dr. Carol L. Rogers 
cr46@umail.umd.edu 
Friday, 2/15, 12:15 p.m – 3:15 p.m 
Marriott / Wellesley 

Science. We would expect about 20-
25 journals represented. 
Suggested Agenda: for Saturday, Feb. 
16, 2001 TIME: 9:30-11:30 AM 
Welcome & Introductions 
Lynn Elfner, Ohio Academy of 
Science & Shirley Malcom AAAS 
Education Director  
Overview of Electronic Publishing 
♦ 
♦ 

Representative of Ingenta.com   
Primary publishing of original 

    scientific papers 
 
 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

Secondary publishing 
     (information abstracting, 
     indexing, storage and retrieval)  

Who pays for what and how  
     much does it cost?  

Panel- (Proposed) 
One or two representatives of  

     State Academy journals  
Science Magazine  

     representative  
Science News published by  

     Science Service  
Another publisher 
Science Journalist or editor or  

     electronic journal  
Editor of State Academies of  

     Science Abstracts (CD-ROM 
     and online)  

Take Home Lessons - Summary by 
Lynn Elfner  
Contact Persons at affiliated 
academies  
Editor, State Academies of Science 
Abstracts Example: 
South Carolina Academy of Science 
http://www.acadsci.com/  
Richard Huff rhuff@ingenta 
Tracy Shaw tracy  shaw@catchword  
Mr. Lynn E. Elfner Ohio Academy of 
Science 
Phone (614) 488-2228 
Email oas@iwaynet.net 

US Students are growing weaker in a subject whose importance is 
increasingly important to the nation’s future 

-Michael A. Fletcher The Washington Post      (Edited by Don Jordan)
 

More than 80 percent of the nation’s 
high school seniors aren’t proficient 
in science, according to results 
released on Tuesday, a sign of the 
huge task confronting educators as 
they seek to reform the nation’s 
schools. 
The performance of the 12th graders 
on the science portion of the 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, a test given last year to a 
nationally representative sample of 
school children, is slightly worse 
than four years ago. 

The results add to concerns that U.S. 
students are growing weaker in a 
subject whose importance is 
increasingly important to the 
nation’s future. 
“If our graduates know less about 
science than their predecessors four 
years ago, then our hopes for a strong 
21st century work force are dimming 
just when we need them to improve 
most”, said Education Secretary 
Roderick Paige. 
The dismal performance on the science 
test wasn’t limited to 12th graders, 82 
percent of who were less than proficient 
in science. Seventy-one percent of the 
fourth graders and 68 percent of the 
eighth graders also scored below 
proficient, meaning they lacked the 
knowledge needed to apply scientific 
principles. 
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AJAS Delegates Gather in Bean Town 

 

 
Joan Messer

The National Association of 
Academies of Science (NAAS) and 
American Junior Academy of 
Science (AJAS) will meet in the 
heart of Bean Town in beautiful 
Copley Square. AJAS delegates and 
chaperones will convene February 
13-17, 2002 in the Copley Marriott 
Hotel. The convention registration  

deadline was November 10, 2001. At the time of this 
writing, abstract submission is up over what it was last 
year in San Francisco.  
 

Getting to the hotel. We will be at the Mariott Copley 
Place, 110 Huntington Avenue (phone: 617- 236-5800; e-
mail: sales@marriotte.copley.net and on the web at 
www.marriotthotels.com. The Marriott Copley Square is 
only about 5 miles away from Boston’s Logan 
International Airport (BOS). You should plan to take 30-
45 minutes (dependant of traffic) to arrive at the Marriott. 
(From some parts of the country, it is more economical to 
fly to Providence, Rhode Island. There is a new train that 
connects to Boston. More information about the train is 
available online at  www.mbta.com.) 
 

Invited speakers. Many notable professionals have been 
invited to speak at the AAAS meeting. These include:  
Peter Raven Director-Missouri Botanical   
  Garden & AAAS Pres. 

Colin Powell:  U.S. Secretary of State 
Lila Gleitman:  Linguist, University of  

Pennsylvania 
Dean Kamen:   DEKA Restoration &  
                                           Development Corporation 
Wolfgang Ketterle:  Nobel Laureate (Physics), MIT 
Nicholas Negroponte: MIT 
J. Craig Venter:   Celera Genomics (The Human  

Genome Project) 
Larry Smarr:  California Institute for 

Telecommunications & 
Information Technology 

Sen. Edward Kennedy  (invited) 
 
More information about the lectures will be in the next 
newsletter and on the AAAS Meeting Web page at 
www.aaas.org/meetings/2002/. 
 

WEATHER/DRESS. Boston’s weather in February is 
usually cold, rainy/snowy and very blustery. Let your 
students know to begin to obtain proper clothing, 
especially those from southern climates. Average 
temperatures range from lows around -20 F to highs in the 
forties. Bring wool suits, coats, including boots or galoshes 
(water goes through sneakers), a scarf and/or hat, gloves, 
and umbrella. A warm raincoat will be handy. Your motto 
should be: "It's better to be overly prepared than not at all." 
We will be outdoors, so prepare for it

 
 

The AJAS Program Committee 
 
 

Elemer Bernath 
(CO-WY) 

Ed Brogie 
 (NE) 

Juan Rodriguez 
(KY) 

Joan Messer (MS), Chair 
 

Elemer Bernath (CO- WY)
 

Ed Brogie (NE) 
 

Cathleen Donovan (OK) 
 

Susan Booth (VA) 
 

Barbara Gadegbeku (NJ) 
 

Edward Haney (MO) 
 

Juan Rodriguez (KY) 
 

Tom Reeves (SC) 
 

Peggy Tilgmer (OH) 
 

David Weamer (OH) 
 

Judith Williams (NE) 
 

Karen Fox (SC) 
 

Charles Lytle (NC) 

Charles Lytle
(NC) 

David Weamer 
(OH) 

Peggy Tilgmer
(IA) 

mailto:sales@marriotte.copley.net
http://www.aaas.org/meetings/2001/
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